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View of the Churehes at western ewd from Kishla Streef.




Master's Chair in K of HOSPITALLERS CHURCH.




View Inside Templars Church locking West.




Brief History of the Orders of the
TEMPLARS & HOSPITALLERS O
N

Long before the first Crusade was launched there Q
had been an organisation of Christian volunteers W
looked after Pilgrims coming from the West to wo
at the shrines of the Holy Land, and particu I@’dl
the Holy Sepulchre. Tiu‘) organised Gues ususé&

and Hospitais as centres for the ‘mundul andd whe

the sick could be healed.
Shortly after the capture of JLIL:Her. :09

volunteers began to take more reg Imn, Thur
work increased as also did their eleptic w ed to
them orgamising themselves as &Itglﬂ 3 der. the
KNIGHTS HOSPITALLERS @Jﬂu.u@ ules ; they
also took the three vows of| erty, chastity
and obedience @ and they @ fore b ne celibate and
had the advantage nl'\\(l: mal 1N Mass as a
whole.  They wore a “ive Witss or habit as Monks

and this was wor ' thggNarmour, a black coat of

arms Lo cover @dll angadsAhite cross sewn thereon.

The indiyi migminrs of this corporation had

no |‘l’l\d| nL as allAas placed in one central fund

to devole 1Iﬂ| to rid the roads of robbers, and

to hdq nedsssary side by side with the mounted
nohﬂg ] @mncn in the fighting.

lc hcr body branched out from the original

ERS and within a quarter of a century

0 hL tllt‘ of Jerusalem, they had also obtained

(./ reguiar 31 itus and an endowment was granted them by

the king of Jerusalem of the Temple enclosure for their

special quarters.

This Order from thence became known as the

KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, and from the outset being com-

batant, they acquired a higher prestige than the parent
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body of the HOSPITALLERS, from whom they sprang.
Their surcoat was white with a red cross thercon.

They arranged for the disembarkation at the ports
of the great numbers who came 1o the Holy Land and
made arrangements for thew return. They mm!nulill_\,’\
handled money apart from the large income from the
feudal dues or their lands.  The power and cndu.m-m@s
of both Crders rapidly increased @ large cndm TS

were left to them by will or given to them Ihe
lifetime of the donors and they rapidly agqi\ined gr
wealth. 6

Their independence of any cudt celesdald ¢i|
superior, except the Papary. their ) m" u cPorate

existence and the spirtt and u;\Qo discipline,
together with their singular is 9\1

N them great
strength and a power -md {l.qu mparalelled
in the Holy Land. and u N me{ tive for gene-

ations the age of the 1 inspire succes-
sors in the defence ,ID mooagainst Islam.
in Cyprus. Rhodes ¢ mII\ alta.

L

s

In ear soon afrer Klns_ Richard Coeur

dt. Lio Wl \\ ui the Istand of Cyprus from its last
Q I saiie Comnenus. T'in.luud realising
l| @1\. and difficuit 1t would be for him to
% ¢ his new possessions which |d\ so far from

in dominions, deciding upon an offer which
O hLu “ made 1o him by the now wealthy KNIGHTS
< TEM L ARS sold the Island to them for 100.000 Be-

sants.

iy

The TEMPLARS by their heavy exactions whereby
they sought to recoup themseives of the purchase money.
and the harshness of an alien rule generally. soon made
the native population of Cyprus revolt against them.
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A rising was planned for Easter Sunday 1191, but
the Knights being informed of the people’s avenging
plans, which aimed at their complete elimination from
the country. shut themselves up in their Castle at
Nicosia where they were beseiged by the insurgents.

To avoid death from famine they oflered to come
to terms with the besicgers on condition that thg
lives be spared and they should be allowed to retis
Syria.  On this offer hunL rejected they dc.u (O

sally forth from the Castle to die with swor md
rather than become the victims of hunger ¢ Iwu

{\

Accordingly one morning at daybreak ilu Q{

confessed and taken communion. lbc «
attack their foes. who being ummu > hc sallws and

becoming panic - stricken, were wi iL to ¢ t them-
selves and offer any resistance. g &

The insurgents” defeat w ‘nm;@nd the few
remaining survivors of the Slau took to flight
to save themselves. 'c?ilht Churches of the
town became their pl @ ut they were per-
sued even thither hy IWIL'I@K nights who sprinkl-

ed the altars of lh@ anctéaricy with the blood of their
victims regard age «

The TE! ARSIV rc;lﬁsing how troublesome
a po:-;xcssk%' they h acquired. approached King
Richarc agredd o take back the Island and re-

fund 1 urchage Thoney to the TEMPLARS, though
the efNTeY re d several properties (Commandaries)
n t > Islan Nearly eighty years clapsed before the

\‘ KNIGHTS TEMPLARS again set foot
[stand although it had not become dispossessed
of its f¥mer possessions during this period.

When King HUGH 111 succeeded to the throne of

Cyprus in 1267, the Order again came to the fore. but be-
ing opposed from the outset to the King's rule they gave
support to the claims of the King's Aunt MARIE, the
daughter of BOEMOND V. Prince of Antioch. who
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on failing to enlist the sympathy of the court of Rome

to her cause. transferred her rights to Charles of Anjou

for a fixed monetary annuity.  Another demonstration

of the disrespect of the Knights for HUGH was the
purchase of a fief from one of his vassals. which at once
became the cause of HUGH returning from Acre to ¢ (/
Cyprus. The Grand Master of the TEMPLAR%\
taking advantage of the absence of the King from A

and having come to an understanding with King (‘h&

who thought the time had come for him to ;lsﬂ is
rights, let the Neapolitan King's Sicilian Co nde
into the Citadel.  Charles was in this way ¢ uin&ﬁo

King of lJerusalem.

HUGH on hearing the news wer &Q e"é‘ the
intention of regaining |mwuxmﬂ\$ Acre. bul’ was
opposed by the Grand Master Lin% urng
To avenge himself for the cond fer he des-
troyed their fortified establi I i . dl@l' fla, Limassol
and Paphos. and all th Kplu]u roughout the
Island was confiscated nﬁ! el until the vyear
1282.

A n;cmmiunio(k(t(c;&: the TEMPLARS and

the reigning fa ®m Cysus was brought about by
King HENI Q year after the death of
Charles. ;md en /y(a il in 1251 the fraternity was

allowed dﬂtl'l citle in Cyprus at Limassol.

ypriot King had granted asylum
iu. never ceased to keep a vigilant
yeNen l}u his mistrust grew as their power and

e
w%hh.u 1 Ld In order to prevent them becoming
Q’L owgful and independent the King decreed that
o lan property should be acquired by them without
his prior sanction. This, together with a resolution
by the King to provide funds for the defence of the
realm by the imposition of a tax on all residents, dis-
pleased both the Clergy and the members of the Order.

The intervention of the Pope, to whom an appeal




had been made against the new measures, proved in
the end to be ineflective.

Soon afterwards the Order had its revenge for in
the struggle between Henry and his brother AMAURY,
Prince of Tyre and Constable of Jerusalem. Jacques

de MOLAY. Grand Master of the TEMPLARS g,dve(\

his support to the latter. Henry was defeated a
Amaury was proclaimed Regent ; one of the sig
ries to the deed of Regency was de MOLAY,
Famagusta now became the richest por
endom. Here the Order owned vast possess

\(J

-, aousls e ~ > riches -‘ ; ?
5 a
it was here they built in the 13th u.ntur @ir e

of Saint Anthony.

The growing power and am Ordm
led to friction with the King .md Oh 1 dcr was
dissolved and its property b u w the rival

Order of the HOSPITALLE nd members of
its ranks joined those of t ter (&

It is said that the I@; whﬂ ¢ Grand Master
bore Henry was actug _\, tl sire to seize the Is-
land and restore it ore than one version
as to the reasqi ms«.olulmn and complete
supprt.smon ofinie Or s been handed down by
mediacval 1clers G?lt‘ Cypriot Macheras, who
wrote his omc,lcs the vernacular of his time,
altnhu ut If ination to the licentiousness of the
mupf% ho ed against the Christian code of

mo
{I‘)ﬂhcr‘; Q a different story to tell and place the

Q;c se 10 tlctlcssnc\a and inconsiderate conduct of

IE&\ ho not only refused to accede to the request
ing of France and the Pope, Clement V, to
pardon the Treasurer of the Order for certain breaches
of trust committed by him, but greatly offended the
latter by throwing into the fire a written appeal addressed
to him on the matter.

De Molay was arrested in Paris in 1307 and the
next year the Pope sent a letter to Amaury directing the
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immediate arrest of the Knights and the preparation of
an inventory of their property in the Island.

Amaury to gain favour in the eyes of the Holy See
obeyed the Papal order and sent BALIAN d’Ibelin,
the Prince of Galilee to Limassol to request the Knights
to deliver their horses and arms and proceed to Nicosia.

Hemo d’Usellet, the Marshal of the Order, desplte
the threat that force would be employed in brirfging
about obedience to the Regent’s orders, asked for an
opportunity to discuss the matter before ccoming o
a decision. The result of the conference was a fiat
refusal to deliver their arms and horses/ ,He ofiered
however to hold their estates and revenues at”tie dis-
posal of the Pope and went to the ex{@at*of condescend-
ing to aflix his seal to the treasury grovided. it\would not
be taken out of their possession, dnd thatsthey were
ready to reside in appointed \iiages vader his Knights'
surveillance till they had a weply t@ ¢ petition they
intended to address to MiS/Holiness/the Pope. They
protested their true fzitiAn the, Eatholic Church and
appealed to the mefmesy of Wi past services to the
King, but to nq gvail for M mdury was determined to
see that the onderS=0f the \Pape were fully carried out.

On Baliar® d’Ibgiiny reporting their conditional
refusal to_surrender their horses and arms, he issued a
proclamation prehibiting, under forfeiture of life and
propeifty) the avcepiance of service under the Order
and( the faising Jof troops on its behalf. He also sent
a_tanon, ¢f Et. Sophia in Nicosia to Limassol urging
themn toohey the order.

The/ TEMPLARS again refused and sent back
word to say they would present themselves to Amaury
later and that in any case ambassadors should be sent
to Rome to ascertain the Pope’s wishes in the matter.
But the Regent still dissatisfied with their evasive reply
sent another emissary, a canon from the Chapter of St.
Nicholas at Famagusta charged with the same mission.
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Meanwhile a conference took place at the village
of Nisou, about Il miles from Nicosia, between certain
high officials representing the Regent and emissaries
of the TEMPLARS, at which it was agreed they would
be admitted to Amaury’s presence. N (/

They thercupon proceeded to Nicosia and cntcredo
the Royal Palace where a very distinguished asse
of church and state dignitaries and officials edlher
receive them. Their Marshal, as his first ac
a written declaration setting out the truc@m
fessed by the fraternity and proceeded to take an 0
affirming its contents. «d
While this was going on at Nic \é' Secrg&r ers
were given to the troops to occu ass At the
same time the Viscount of Nico clm y behalf of
Amaury together with the P {Df t SPITAL-
LERS and representatives 1@5 an and Do-
minican Orders proceede ake ventory of the
property possessed by \@ r the capital, but
although the inguisitign d‘i h cvcnthelrchdpel
being searched, ves Y boo]\s entered in the

lists, nothing was.
had been re o

nd as everything of value

Similap in nlor were takcn of their property at
Ptlphos ama u~. . as well as in villages owned by
lhem wc.r revenue of which official receivers

)lnt e Regent.
Lh pktmn of the Nicosia inventory the
m:s f enquiry left for Limassol, whither had

als\ osc members of the fraternity who had taken
art i e conference with Amaury at Nicosia.

The troops who had been sent to occupy Limassol
blockaded the town, thus preventing the escape of any
of the Knights, who then retreated to their strong-
holds in the town, and all attempts by the Knights to
engage the forces of the Regent in battle failed.

On the eve of June I, the soldiers of the King of
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Tyre encircled the fortress. Seeing that all resistance
would in the long run prove ineffective they delivered
their arms and horses to the Royal Troops, who also
took possession of all their belongings.

They were then divided into two parties ; the one«
being taken to Khirokitia and the other to Yermasoyis N
but certain of the chiefs, for reasons of greater SE!@
were later taken to Lefkara where they were ke
custody under a strong guard. They were subsg (%?l]y
transferred to Khirokitia and from thence v dkc&
to their convent at Famagusta, for on the ay 111(1116?
of Amaury it was feared by Henry [1's rifsansad
the Constable of Cyprus might dltcmp ee
and add their numbers to those of &portnrs

The Marshal of the Order ho involved
in the conspiracy against the l( m lxoncd at
Kyrenia where he died after @?‘ yea dptmly and
was buried in St. Antonio¥ urc @1{.}1 lay on the
outskirts of the town.

The same fate b f@/mmg\)cr members of the

Order while some anks of the rival Order

of the HOSPIT, RS &f St John. By a Papal Bill
the latter Ordag.: ired.in the Island over fifty villages,
bailiwicks a anors\which had previously been the

property Q(,hc TFP@LA RS.

ﬁ\q '&E HOSPITALLERS

* é\ dcr appears on the scene in Cyprus for the

rst t during the reign of Amaury, the brother and
successor of the founder of the Lusignan dynasty in the
country.

Amaury was absent in Palestine fighting the Sara-
cens, and the Emperor of Constantinople, Alexious
III, was preparing to wrest the Island from the Latins.
when Pope Innocent III formed an aliiance of Frankish
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Princes ruling in the neighbourhood. in which the
HOSPITALLERS participated. The Master of the
Hospital, Geoflrey Lerat, sent troops to garrison the
fortresses in the Island. which they retained till Amaury’s
death. .

After the fall of Acre they were given Limassol too\
share with the TEMPLARS, and which they held ;
joint occupation with them till 1310, the year of&
occupation of Rhodes.

The reasons for their departure from
their establishment in the neighbouring I¥
many and varied. The enmity between ast
the Hospllm and Amaury, who after ou$ iv{ her
and usurping the Island’s Regumy\{HJ to make* him

°1

his tool, was certainly one of the al caludes.

But even after their depar the inued to
concern themselves with dﬁl@( @ Thus in
the year 1343 they jomcd ea at had been
formed for the defence yprL % Henry IV with

Clement VI, the ch f . and the Seigneur
of Milo.

This alliancg c.omnuaily renewed, ren-
dered valuable nc <_ Kings of Cyprus in their
strenuous  ef 1o ard their Kingdom against
attacks vf‘% surroundhmg enemies of the Cross.

ider a prominent part in the seige of

Ale; Ql at apture by King Peter I, and its

ml 11~.df‘ manifest in the political life
L ’h( > Island.

ne\Order was next involved in the unhappy

Jacques.  Their support of Charlotte brought them
against the Republic of Venice and in order to avoid
conflict with this great sea-power of the times, after
the commencement of the Venctian domination of
Cyprus. they refrained from taking any active part in
its political or other affairs.

i
i

(/O .‘grugg ctween Queen Charlotte and her half brother
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Since the establishment of a Frankish Kingdom in
Cyprus, and the appearance of the Order on the scene,
the fraternity received at different times many favours
from the occupants of the Throne of Cyprus ; they were
allowed to own landed property, to export their produce
to Syria or elsewhere free of duty, to mill their corn free
of charge at the Roval mills of Kythrea. etc. HUGH!
as a demonstration of the high esteem in which he héla
the religion, willed that his remains be interred ifsthe
Church of their convent in Nicosia where the bady of
his Roval consort was also laid to rest.

On the dissolution of the Order ofpthe Knights
TEMPLARS the whole of their property was/ransfer-
red to the HOSPITALLERS. Frapmtihe lists conipiied
about the end of the XVth century they apptaked to be
in possession of fortyseven villdges.  But “he number
must have been greater as th&/namesofthose villages
they acquired from the TEMPIZARSaxomitted. These
villages were principally.Sitihated «irtne district of the
Viscount of Limassol, vdhynteu/Kilani and Paphos.

They were dpaded into three Commanderies over
each of which was placed{onre of the brethren with the
title of Commaider. {(& The Grand Commandery,
(h) The Little Commandery, and (¢} The Commandery
of Phinikea,

They Granay, Commandery had its headquarters
at il otossi, where the Knights built a tower adorned with
armorial, Gearings of various Grand Masters or Grand
Gommanders. It comprised the villages of Mera, Chie-
ghliackhiz, Achiera. Clonari, Mavrovounos, Lanida or
Sanida Messorini, Armenorchori, San Constantino.
Acurzos, Apsius, lIratovi Gerasia, Nostra Dona de
Legorna, Geramasoyia, San Zorri, Vigla, Micero, Agrio-
dada, Sanszache, Monagrulli, Ville, Laturi, Rucopa,
Colossa, Paramali, Erimi, Angastiana, Eptagona, Agro-
gipia, Glossa, Kato Moni, Vassa.
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Lagora Cheirochitia, San Paulo, Igna, Mathikoloni,
Asomatos, Moranemos.
The little Commandery or Commandery of Templos
comprised Andruclioti, Camares, Chira, Dierona, Gas-
tria, Kato Deftera, Livichi, Mallurena, Paleochori, -« (J
Pardi, Psimolofo, San Roy, Sikopetra and Trachoni. Q\
The Commandaria of Phinika consisted of t
villages of Phinika, Santo Erini, Anoira, Plalan@
and Caloianacchia.
The sojourn of the HOSPITALLERS j rus,
lasted only until 1310 when they migrated t hod 9
but they retained their properties in the Islz@ inc
their headquarters at Kolossi, whose
massive keep stands to this day
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THE TWIN CHURCHES

As has already been recorded there had been an
organisation of Christian volunteers in the Holy Land,
which after the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 became
a regular Order to be known as the Knights HOSPITAL
LERS.

At the same time also another body brancaed
from the HOSPITALLERS, and having oblaine?
regular status and the endowment of the ‘tCmple ¢n
closure as their special quarters, by the-XKing of Jeru-
salem, this body or Order became known@s thetKnights
TEMPLARS and as combatants_they acquired a
higher prestige than the parent Ouder of ‘e HOSPI-
TALLERS.

On the fall of Acre, tie Ctusadérs’ last stronghold
in the Holy Land in 1291 (the Ordet-of the TEMPLARS
moved to Limassol ncar, which, was its Commandery
at Kolossi. Famagusta had. now become the richest
port in Christendom. Herewthe Order owned vast
possessions and, ‘here in(tne 13th century they built
their Church or+3aint Anthony.

The~grewing, power and ambition of this Order
which «led ‘to fiietion with the King, resulted in the
Ordar.being 4issolved in 1308 and their property hand-
edvover to.thérival Order of the HOSPITALLERS.

Theyvitke the TEMPLARS acquired many privi-
leges and possessions and in the year 1450 in Famagusta,
the HOSPITALLERS Church, smaller but higher in
roof and floor level, was built close alongside that erect-
ed by the TEMPLARS not so long before.

These two Churches, at one point only one metre
apart are known as the “TWIN CHURCHES”.
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In the early 16th century Kolossi, which had been
the centre of the TEMPLARS and HOSPITALLERS
passed to the Cornaro family and the Turkish conquest
of 1570 began a period of desolation. The TWIN
CHURCHES are believed to have been used occasional-
ly as praying places but for many years past they had
been used as store rooms. All doors and windows
except one door in the west of each building were closed.
In the course of time the ground outside became raisca
from 3 to 7 feet above its former level. The flocss were
raised accordingly but not to the same extent,“a:.a bar-
riers were built at the west doors to keep, out flood
water. Meanwhile, hovels had been built ‘on thé Jag=
joining land to the east right against the Apses ol'the
Churches.

Of the TWIN CHURCHES ‘the following extract
from page 23 of the CHURCHES OF THE TEMPLE
AND THE HOSPITAL - “2YPRUSMIGNUMENTS,
HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL BUILD-
INGS” by G. Jeffery, O.3.154 F.S/A. s of some interest:

The Churches of the Temple and the Hospital,
F~mogusta.

Enlait “(‘L’Art. Gothique en Chypre’, 1899)
devotes Consideratle space to these two little churches,
and d<¢fnes’theirates as c. 1300 for the Temple Church
and_¢. 1450 forthe later building. In 1308 all the pro-
perties ofsthe Order of the Temple were transferred
vo'the Grder of St. John of Jerusalem, and this accounts
tor the Hospitallers® Church having been built on the
Templar property — the older church having apparent-
ly been turned into a storehouse called “VOLTA TEM-
PLI’. De Simoni, Actes Genois 1884.

The method of construction of the two buildings
also defines their respective dates ; the volta templi is

17



TOWER) had stimulated these activities. The mem-
bers of OTHELLO LODGE and the promoters of the
Preceptory between them raised a sum of £65 as a sub-
scription towards the Department’s work. With this
sum the original windows were re-opened and their
tracery reconstructed or copied afresh on the model
of surviving windows. Ambries (or recesses) in the
east were opened up, the floor excavated and lowered
to its original level bringing to view the true propor-
tions of the building and the opposed docrways —.in
the south of the TEMPLARS and the moith of the
HOSPITALLERS’ churches - were opened up to form
a communication between the two, hidden froni- the
road on the west and from the yard.on the “east by
screen walls.

The main doorway in the north of the TEMPLARS’
Church was also reopened aid “reconstructed and a
modern wall blocking a .western 2ivove demolished
as well as a modern recenstructiosi.Gf an Altar in the
HOSPITALLERS’ Church.

Government had “cstimared~ that it would cost
£1,000 to make chHniplete re-conditioning of the two
churches. It was hoped-that Grand Priory might see
its way clear e giving ot advancing this sum to recover
these unique “tuildings\for the order which originally
erected tliem, and for Masonry in general — the last
being quite a distinct matter from the formation of a
Precebtiry.

The ternis® of an agreement to use the churches
under licetice of the Antiquities Department of Go-
vernmenvyvere drawn up and approved, and OTHELLO
LODGE agreed to pay rent if the buildings were made
available to them. Grand Priory was unable to accede
to proposals put to them and the question of a general
appeal — possibly to American Masons —was con-
sidered.

Meanwhile the Antiquities Department continue
to work with such sums as become available to them
from time to time.
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TQ. OTHELLOS TOWER

ENTRANE
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OTHELLO EORGE: 5670 E.C.

OTHELLO LODGE 5670, E.C., on the register
of the United Grand Lodge of England was consecrai,
ed on Thursday, 17th day of February, AL:5238,
AD.1938, by the Most Worshipful, The Right Honour-
able the Earl of HAREWOOD, K.G., \GOV.0x
D.S.0., Pro Grand Master, who was assisita by Wox
Bro. Major C.W. COWELL, P.A.G. Supt.Wks., O'R7,
Wor, Bro. B.S.SUMMER, P.A.G.D.C.;<Wor3io. The
Revd. J.F. ANDERSON, P.Dist. G Chaplain{Egypt
& Sudan), V. Wer Bro. C RNICHOLLS, G.D.C.,
Wor Bro. A. ELDON-SCOTT. ‘Z.D.G.W,,“Bro. GW.
HOLLINGS and Wor.Bro. /4, "\CHRISTOFIDES.

Also present were ¢9 ‘Foundes, Members of the
Lodge, The Grand Marshal of thé¢ Grand Lodge of
Scotland, The Grand Sécretary, 0f the Grand Lodge
of Greece, The Craiid Inspector of the Grand Lodge
of Greece, twa (Officerscof District Grand Rank, 23
Past Masters \Gfivarious piivate lodges, and 67 Breth-
ren of various® privaie Modges, making a total of 123
Members“af the ,Craft.

The Lodgt, was consecrated in the Grand Hall of
OTHELLOS/FOWER within the walls of the old town
ol Famagusta, which had been given by permission
ungder “dicerice of the Government and the Antiquities
Department.

Fourteen well known Brethren donated useful gifts
to the Lodge among which were a Master’s Gavel
from the Pro Grand Master, the Earl of HAREWOOD,
K.G., etc., a set of Ashlars of which the following is
recorded in the Minutes of the consecration ceremony :-
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ASHLARS
FROM
THE ROYAL QUARRIES ‘OF SOLOMON.
Presented by
W Bro C. W. COWELL, P.A.G Supt WKS, (Eng.).
to
OTHELLO LODGE No. 5670, FAMAGUSTA.

These Ashlars are from the vast undergrodand
quarries which lie below the walled city of Jerysalem
and are adjacent to the Temple Area.

2. The stone is a crystalline limestofie Knowh, ‘as
“Mizzi-hilu” and when dressed, frequentiy'reveals many
traces of sea shells and fossils. It¢stakes an~excellent
polish and the general effect might weil havesinspired
Josephus to describe the Holy(4emple~as-“glistening
in the sun like a mound of snow’.

3. The *Sakhrah”, the\/threshing iloor bought by
King David, formed tle jactu&i~summit of the holy
Mount Moriah, and svas thesgreat stone altar at which
King Solomon lea\ isiael ir\_praise at the wonderful
dedication of €od’s Howser The “Sakhrah” is still
venerated alile by Jew,/Christian and Moslem and is
of the samg~caiterous formation.

4. Some/pf the eaverns are capable of holding 500
persans. * The(flodrs are 15 feet deep in lime-stone
chippings, sefinders of the labours of countless crafts-
ri‘er) o1 by-gosie days ; and all around are seen remains
of their work — huge half-hewn blocks 10 ft. x 6 ft. x
4 ft. ; inches for the earthenware lamps, even hewn
water cisterns, the scattered remains of vessels, pottery,
and the like. The stones after being hewn, squared,
polished, marked by skilful craftsmen and watchful
overseers, were hauled down the Tyropean Valley,
thence to be hoisted up to the proper places in the in-
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tended structure — that great edifice which King So-
lomon built to the glory of the G.A.O.T.U.

5. These stones were hewn under the supervision of
the members of the Lodge of King Solomon’s Temple
No. 4611, consecrated at Jerusalem by the Grand
Secretary, R W Bro. Sir Colville Smith, C.V.O., the
first English lodge in the Holy Land ; W Bro Cowell,
being the first Master.

6. On the occasion of the dedication of the Giand
Temple on July 19 1933, this lodge had the Tprivilege
of presenting to the Grand Lodge of England & similar
pair of Ashlars, rough and smooth, for eachof the\six*
teen lodge rooms in the new Grand Temiple inLondon.

|7th February, AD,1938, AL.5928.

Wor Bro. W H A. PHILLiFS, the sisst” Master of
OTHELLO LODGE held kg first meeting (an emer-
gency meeting) on the 25th\day of Febtuary, AL.5938,
(AD.1938), when the first-initiatien ceremony in Othel-
lo Lodge was performed

The question Sfvshoving the venue of the Lodge
from OTHELLG'S® Tower to the ‘Twin Churches’
appears to have, bten raised soon afterwards for at a
Lodge Meetinigyheld onvlst September, 1938 the follow-
ing is recetded in thé minutes :- ““That consideration
of the Iease of the \Twin Churches’ be given — to which
the W replicd tnat as several members of the Lodge
wereratpres¢rnvin England, one or two of whom were
in| teuch with Grand Lodge regarding the question of
removal ‘of'the Lodge premises to the “Twin Churches’
this matier would be left in abeyance until such time as
these niiembers returned to Cyprus.”

In the meantime a fund had been started for the
purpose of this move and in the minutes of a meeting
of 15th January, 1939 the Lodge approved a motion to
pay £25 per annum rent if the ‘“Twin Churches’ were
made available. On Ist February, 1940 the W.M.
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raised the question of the progress of work on the ‘Twin
Churches’ ; and at a meeting on 7th March 1940 a
sum of money was approved ‘to provide a screen and
shelving for the Regalia of the Lodge.

At a meeting on 7th September, 1939 information
had been received from Grand Lodge of England of the
formation of a Cyprus Group of Lodges and that the
Grand Master had been pleased to appoint Wor Bro
Canon NEWHAM, P.A.G.C., O.R., as the first Grand
Inspector of Cyprus Lodges,

The first meeting of OTHELLO LODCE in thé
‘Twin Churches’ took place on 5th September,, 1940,
when a special dispensation given by ¢ h&~Grang In-
spector was read authorising the jpave”to the "Twin
Churches” — *as OTHELLO’S TOWER had.b¢en taken
over by the Military Authorities(’

In late 1941 the Lodge.ag¢zin had~io~move owing
to repairs which were beigpg carrie¢ out in the Twin
Churches and meetings fram Septeniber, 1941 to March,
1942 were held in the ‘M@SQUENGY THE TANNERS’
nearby. Meetings were’ happily resumed in April,
1942 in the Twin Churchesswhen the business of the
evening was _tie)\Ifstallatien ceremony of the new
Master for the“ykar 19421943,

Meetingshave, coiitinued regularly in the Twin
Churches sirice that\date, apart from one occasion in
1959 and pne i, 1960 when flood waters again entered
the, TEMPLARS" Church to a height of about 3 feet
ir~1959 andyin 1960 much higher, the floor on this
ocrasion “heing some 5 feet to 6 feet under mud and
water rop a considerable time. This latter occasion
caused much distress and some loss of Regalia and
equipment.. For a period of two months the premises
were untenable and the meetings of the Lodge were
held in the Masonic Rooms in Nicosia.

The two Churches have been adapted to the needs
of the Lodge by using the Church of the TEMPLARS
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as an Assembly Hall, and for festive occasions, while
the smaller Church of the HOSPITALLERS is used
as the Temple.

The entrance to the Lodge is from Kishla Street
on the west, thence by a narrow street or alley along
the South wall of the HOSPITALLERS’ Church,
through a gate in a low wall at the east end and then
through the south door of the Church of the TEM-
PLARS (see plan p. 15)

A temporary wooden screen which wag, efected
across and below the steps to the apse of<the“TEM=
PLARS’ Church, near the entrance serves the neéds
of the Lodge in the preparation of meals forthe Féstive
Board without interrupting the use of ‘the marin, part
of the Hall for general use or assembly. Temporary
wooden screens have also been ergeCted acraSssthe inside
of the west doors in each chuich”and, iy, two of the
doors in the north wall of yhe TEMPRARS’ Church,
though these doors are perimasiently/closed on the out-
side with stone.

Plain whitewood (trestlestabies of the Refectory
type and backless white wooderr benches are the simple
but appropriate fuseiture forpthe festive board. There
are also a fewberiches &f ‘the pew type in the Temple.

The addition of ‘éectric lighting of course was a
necessity \huw in no.way spoils the beauty of these delight-
ful buildings, eveén though it is of a temporary nature.

During théyear 1956 there was a move to form a
new, Lodgey principally by Brethren of the Military
Fhaternity,vSome of whom had joined OTHELLO
ODGE and some who were frequent visitors, the idea
being that OTHELLO LODGE be the ‘Mother’ Lodge
for the purpose ; the matter was however dropped
after a short while. This resulted in a marked increase
in the membership of OTHELLO LODGE as some 30
Masons joined, when the proposals to form a new Lodge
were withdrawn.
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The present membership of OTHELLO LODGE
(October, 1962) is 132 members, of which there are 73
members resident in Cyprus, and 46 living overseas.

There are also 4 Honorary Members of the Lodge in
addition to the above. O




PROPOSAL FOR A.K.T. PRECEPTORY
IN CYPRUS.

A rteport on proposals for the foundation of a
K.T. Preceptory in Cyprus reads as follows :-

In 1937 certain resident members of the Ordef
conceived the project of founding a Preceptory(in
Cyprus, to serve not only the Island, but the whale of
the Near East.

Originally it was contemplated that it should be i
OTHELLO'S TOWER in Famagusta—soon after-
wards adapted for use by the OTHELUG ,LODGE of
Freemasons. When however the PrG.Grand “Master
and other Grand Lodge Officers wiSited Famagusta to
consecrate. OTHELLO LODGECi 19387\they were
of the opinion that the building”was tnsuitable for
Masonic Purposes, — tyling, ahd preparation of can-
didates being the main diffizuity — ard asearch was made
for more suitable premiscs and this léd to the discovery
of the delightful “TWEN CHURCHES’, one built
by the Knights TEMPLAREI in 1300 and the other
by the Knights, HOSPITALLERS in 1450, and both
dedicated to _Saint Antheny.

Concurrenily thesproposal for the Preceptory went
forward. .. The names-of Em.Kt. C C GARBETT and
Canon JUEWHAM, were added to the original list of
seven folnder-members. After a discussion of various
altetnatives cthe” name ‘KOLOSSI® was agreed upon,
the Petition, submitted and the fees paid.

It hiad” been hoped that the Preceptory might be
consecrated in the spring of 1940 by a deputation from
Grand Priory —the Preceptory meeting in Nicosia,
pending the question and a decision of the ‘TWIN
CHURCHES’, or occasionally at Kolossi Castle.
The state of the buildings, however, was found to
preclude any alterations and all action in regard to
the Preceptory forced into abeyance owing to the War.
It would appear it was never revived.
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The compiler of this monograph wishes to acknow-
ledge the assistance received from various Brethren who
have helped in producing this book.

January 1963 (V.A.E. Dempster, P.M.)  + (/

© Thanks are also due to W. Bro J. Jacovides of the Cyprus Mail
and Bro A. Zavallis of Zavallis Press for all their help in
printing and presenting this Book, and to Bro. K. Fowler for
the photographs.
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